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With the passing of the final days of summer our thoughts turn to school and all the excit-
ing opportunities bring for the 2014-2015 school year. As Nelson Mandela once said 
“education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” At Pine 
Grove Public School we remain committed to our students and their learning.  

We value the strong partnerships we have with our families and the community.  Ongoing 
and open communication between home and school is essential to your child’s success. On 
October 2nd 2014 we invite all our families to our Welcome Back Bar-be-que and Curricu-
lum Night.  This will give you a chance to meet your child/children’s teacher, if you haven’t 
had the opportunity to do so, and to familiarize yourself with your child’s daily routines 
and courses of study.   

We also encourage our parents to become involved in the life of the school by taking the 
opportunity to attend School Council Meetings, volunteer in the library and/or classrooms 
or attend school trips.  Look for upcoming dates and invitations in future monthly newslet-
ters, the school message board located as you drive into the school and/or from your 
child’s teacher.  We look forward to seeing you in the school. 

We have a few new faces at Pine Grove P.S. this year.  We welcome our new superinten-
dent, Clayton LaTouche and our new Vice Principal Athena Loopstra.   

We also  welcome the following new teachers to Pine Grove P.S. : Ms. Gluckstein, Ms 
.Shuster , Ms. Panza and Ms. Halperin.  In the Kindergarten class, Ms. Di Carmine joins us in 

her role of DECE, and Ms. Hishon and Ms. O’Brien  as support staff. 

All the best for a smooth transition back to school! 

Character Trait for September. 

     RESPECT 

We respect ourselves and treat others with courtesy, dignity, and positive 

regard.  We honour the rights of others.  We respect their belongings, the 

environment and the world around us. 

Future Newsletters 

Pine Grove Public School’s monthly newsletter is posted on the school website www.pinegrove.ps.yrdsb.ca 

and forwarded to families who have updated their e-mail information.  No paper copies will be sent home; 

several copies are kept in the front office for you to pick up if required.  

Oct. 6th is our first 

School Council meet-

ing.  7:00  All welcome. 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS:     PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY (PA) and 
        TRAINING DAYS:  No school 
Labour Day   Monday, September 1, 2014  Monday, September 22, 2014 

Thanksgiving Day Monday, October 13, 2014   Friday, October 27, 2014 

Winter Break  Monday, December 22, 2014 to Friday, November 14, 2013 

    Friday, January 2, 2015 inclusive 

Family Day  Monday, February 16, 2015  Friday, January 16, 2015  

Mid-Winter Break Monday, March 16 to Friday,  Friday, March 13, 2015  

   March 20, 2015 inclusive   Friday, June 5, 2015   

Good Friday  Friday, April 3, 2015    

Easter Monday Monday, April 6, 2015  LAST DAY OF CLASSES:  

Victoria Day   Monday, May 18, 2015  Thursday, June 25, 2015 
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Parking Lot Safety 

We would like to remind parents/guardians that vehicles are not permitted in the bus drop off zone af-
ter 8:00 a.m.  You are asked to drop your children off against the sidewalk, pulling into the Kiss and Ride 
zone as far down the sidewalk as possible.  Please do not park your car in the Kiss and Ride zone to es-
cort your child to the school. Staff members are on duty to receive the students as they exit the car. 

 

Parents and guardians are requested 
not to drop off students in the parking 
lot, as this creates an unsafe area 
with busses unloading and pulling 
away.   

For parents/guardians that park and 
escort their children, please cross to 
the sidewalk, as near as possible to 
where you park, then proceed to the 
playground area.  Students should be 
entering the school from their as-
signed doors.   

Students and parents/guardians 
should not be entering the school 
through the front doors before the 

second bell rings.   

The Parking Lot is closed each day 
at 2:30 p.m. to allow for the busses to 
enter and load students at dismissal.  
Parents who pick up their children 
are asked to park on the side streets 
until all busses have left the lot.   

Thank you for your cooperation! 

School Hours and Disruptions 
Parents, guardians and students are reminded to be aware of school entry, recess and dismissal 
times.  We encourage students to be on time for school, as late arrivals cause disruptions to a 
class that is already in session.  If your child will be absent, or late, please contact the school.  
Additionally, if a student needs to leave early for an appointment, please send a note to 
your child’s teacher that morning with the details thus eliminating the need for the office 

to have to call into the classroom and disrupt the class.  Where possible, arrangements should be 

made ahead of time.   

MEDICATION REQUIRED? 

 The safety of our students is para-
mount.  Please let the office know of 
any medical conditions or allergies that 
affect your child. It is a good idea to 

mention any significant health issues to your 
child’s homeroom teacher. 

Children who need to take medication at school re-
quire a Staff Administration of Medication Form 
signed by the parent before the medication can be 
given. If your child requires medication during the 
school day please speak to the Secretary in the office. 
All medicines must be locked in the office. 
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Anaphylaxis Safety 
School staff and parents are responsible for creating safe and healthy environments for students.  This is an additional 
challenge for schools attended by children with allergies, especially life-threatening allergies.  While we take every step to 
create a safe environment, school staff and parents can take important steps to minimize potentially fatal allergic reactions 
as there are implications for the whole school, not just individual classrooms. Several of our students have severe allergic 
reactions if they come in contact with certain allergens. Even a trace amount or airborne particles can trigger a reaction. In 
order to ensure the health and well-being of these students we have a Peanut and Nut Sensitive Policy in our school. 
Please ensure that your child does not bring in any nuts or nut products.  Thank you for your understanding, coop-

eration and commitment to everyone  our school community.   

Freedom of Information   
The York Region District School Board recognizes and highlights the significant achievements of our students through a 
variety of sources—front hall displays, school and board publications, as well as in the media and on our computer web 
site, special fundraising events that attract media attention, recordings and displays for events such as graduations and 
seasonal celebrations. We believe this recognition is essential to enhance our students’ self esteem and to foster a posi-
tive school environment. To enable us to be in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
we request that those parents/guardians who do NOT want their child(ren)’s accomplishments recognized, work displayed 
or photographs and videos taken for this purpose, please notify Mr. Fisher in writing.  Please discuss with your child the 
detailed information included in the Guide To The 2014-2015 School Year brochure provided by the Board regarding the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act .  

Pine Grove P. S. 

“Meet the Teacher Night” and Barbeque 

October 2nd, 2014  

BBQ FROM 5:30 TO 6:30 PM 

MEET THE TEACHER: 6:30 TO 7:30 PM 

We look forward to seeing everyone on  

October 2nd, 2014! 
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Bus Transportation   
The only children allowed on school buses are those eligible as per the transportation policy. Students 
using Board transportation are responsible to the bus driver and school administration for her/his conduct 
while traveling on the bus. In the event of inappropriate behaviour, bus privileges may be withdrawn.  It is 
recommended that parents wait with their child for the bus as well as meet the bus upon the child’s re-
turn. Children in Kindergarten will NOT be let off the bus in the event a parent/guardian is not there to 
meet the bus. The child is returned to the school and you will be phoned to come and get your child. As 
school buses may be at full capacity, students must ride on the 
bus to which they are assigned. Students are not allowed to ride 
on a friend’s bus.  Students will not be permitted to phone 

home to request permission to ride on a friend’s bus.  

 

All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation.  

All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation. 

Contact schoolbuscity.com for information regarding your child’s bus route and bus stops. 

Healthy Schools  

LUNCH TIPS 

 

Try some of these suggestions: 

 Add crunchy vegetables to sandwiches; warm food in a 

thermos; try mini pitas, tortilla wraps or bagels. 

 Include food from at least 3 food groups. 

 Send favourite foods. 

 Don’t over use chips, pop, or candy. Send these only as 

an occasional treat! 

 Include water, milk or juice. 

 

Involve children in the making of their own lunches. 

 

Eating nutritious foods improves student concentra-
tion levels in class and reduces missed-classes due 
to sickness. In the long-term, healthy eating contrib-
utes to reduced risk of chronic diseases such as 
heart disease, diabetes and certain cancers. 
Help your kids develop healthy eating habits by sup-
porting healthy food and beverages in schools. To-
gether we can make the healthy choice the easy 
choice! 
  

For more information: 
School Food and Beverage Policy (P/PM 150) 
 

Do you have questions on nutrition and healthy 
eating? Contact EatRight Ontario at 1-877-510-5102 
to speak to a Registered Dietitian. 

School  Lunch Assistants  

We are looking for School Lunch Assistants who are able to commit to being at the school a 

minimum of once a week during lunch hour.  

Our School Assistants supervise the classrooms while students are eating 

their lunches and then act as an extra set of eyes in the school yard, as-

sisting the teachers who are on yard duty. This is a paid position with the 

Board. If you are interested in contributing to our school community as a 

Lunch Assistant, please see Mrs. Kahr in the office or call 905-850 0672.  

 

http://york.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64f62d61b3701153c8f91596b&id=1ff8c18b7c&e=081ab2eebf
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The Pine Grove Learning Commons 
 

What is a Learning Commons ?   A Learning Commons is an approach to help schools focus on learning collaboratively. It 

expands the learning experience, taking students and educators into virtual spaces beyond the walls of a school.   

 

The Role of the School Library in a Learning Commons    Our school library is a key component of a Learning Com-

mons, and has an integral and transformative role to play in education.  Our school’s library is the “hub” for networking and 

information access.   As the Learning Commons’ concept grows, our school library collection-based facilities will continuously 

change and expand to best suit the needs of a school’s learning community. 

 

For more information about the Learning Commons  please visit the following website: 

https://www.accessola.org/Documents/OLA/Divisions/OSLA/TogetherforLearning.pdf 

 

 

 

Library Orientation for Pine Grove Students 
All Pine Grove Students are given the opportunity to visit our school library.  Please ensure that you ask your child about the 

books they are choosing for their classroom reading program or for their enjoyment.  Orientation to the library system and the 

way libraries work is an important skill for students at all levels.   

 

All kindergarten and grade one to three students are encouraged to exchange or renew their borrowed books weekly and 

grades four to eight are encouraged to exchange or renew their books bi-weekly.  If you would like to view some of the selec-

tions in our school library please visit the following website -www.pinegrove.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/library/ .  During library orien-

tation, students are encouraged to visit this virtual site from home.    

 

Pine Grove students are also been reminded to visit www.linktolearning.com when researching for school assignments.  This 

website has excellent resources and reference material suitable for students at the elementary level. 

 

 
 

Looking for Library Volunteers 
Are you interested in volunteering in our school library? 

We are looking for volunteers who can help us at Pine Grove by signing books in and out, shelving 

and preparing new books for circulation as the need arises.  Training will be provided and volunteers 

are a great help and addition to our school community!   

 

Please contact Mrs. Meleca at (905) 850–0672 Ext. 127 if you are interested. 
 

Happy Reading ! 

Mrs. Meleca 

Teacher- Librarian/Literacy Teacher 

https://www.accessola.org/Documents/OLA/Divisions/OSLA/TogetherforLearning.pdf
http://www.pinegrove.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/library/
http://www.linktolearning.com
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RECORDING SCHOOL EVENTS  

AND PRIVACY 

School events and performances are wonder-

ful experiences during which your child has 
the  opportunity to showcase his/her talents 
and achievements.  The photographs and vid-

eos you capture will provide memories for a 
lifetime.  To respect the privacy of others, 

please do not post personal photos or  
videos  publically , such as  on YouTube 
or Facebook.  Even if your Facebook ac-

count is private only to friends, that still in-
fringes upon the privacy of others such as 

parents, staff and particularly students whose 
images appear in your photos without their 

permission or knowledge. 

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION 

  

We have organized classrooms based on the most  recent enrolment and following Ministry/Board                   
regulations and guidelines. There may be further changes in the next few weeks depending on actual numbers 
of students in the building.  We will keep you informed as we move ahead. 

 

A word about combined classes: 

Some of your children are in combined classes. This is a result of there being a cumbersome number of                
students at particular grade levels. Sometimes, there are too many students to form one class, but not enough 
students to form two classes. In these situations, students from two different grade levels are grouped to-

gether to form a combined class. 

 

Educational literature shows that children in combined grade groupings function at a level that is comparable 

to children in a straight grade. Student achievement is not compromised. In addition, the research suggests 
that multi-age grouping is associated with a more positive self-concept and an enhanced attitude                   
towards  learning. 

 

When we consider students for a combined class, the following criteria is considered: 

- a balance according to gender 

- work habits, maturity, co-operation 

- a balance of ability, interests, and talents 

- social or behavioral considerations 

- ESL or Special Education needs 

- Learning styles of the students 

 

The placement of your child in the higher grade of a split class does not mean that your child has not met cur-
riculum requirements. If your child is in the lower grade, they are not necessarily ahead of their peers in a 
straight grade. 



PINE GROVE P.S Page 8 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY 

All students are required to go outside twice a 
day. Please make sure your child comes to 

school dressed appropriately to go outdoors. 
All  students should have an outdoor pair of 

shoes or boots, as well as an indoor pair of 
shoes to wear in the classroom and for physi-

cal education. Children go outside for all re-
cesses unless the weather does not permit it. 

Students who are ILL SHOULD NOT COME TO 
SCHOOL until completely recovered as indoor 

supervision is NOT provided during recess.  

Volunteers in our Schools 
The administration and staff of Pine Grove Public School welcomes volunteers into our building.  

Your support is greatly valued as it adds to the development of student growth and school pro-

gramming.  As a volunteer, York Region District School Board requires that you complete a Vulner-

able Sector Screening and sign a Confidentiality Agreement, prior to volunteering. 

The Vulnerable Sector Screening is a background check completed by the police and is  

required of individuals who intend on working or volunteering with the vulnerable sector.  A vulner-

able person is defined as a person who, because of age, a disability, or other circumstances, 

whether temporary or permanent are (a) in a position of dependence on others or (b) are other-

wise at a greater risk than the general population of being harmed by a person in a position of au-

thority or trust relative to them.   

For those volunteers currently working in the school who have completed a Vulnerable Sector 

Screening and provided a copy to the school, you must complete the Annual Offence Declaration.  

The Annual Offence Declaration form requires that volunteers list any convictions for offences 

under the Criminal Records Act (Canada) up to the date of the declaration.  Please note this form 
is required for existing staff and volunteers annually at the beginning of each school year.   

 

Should you be interested in volunteering at Pine Grove Public School, our office assistants, Mrs. 

Skoko and Mrs. Kahr would be happy to assist you with this process.   

 

Ensuring a safe, respectful learning environment for our students is paramount.   



HOMEWORK TIPS FOR PARENTS 

 

Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure kids have a well-lit place to complete home-

work. Keep supplies — paper, pencils, glue, scissors — within reach. 

 

Establish a routine. Send the message that schoolwork is a top priority with ground rules 

like setting a regular time and place each day for homework to be done. Make it clear that 

there's no TV, phone calls, video game-playing, etc., until homework is done and checked. 

 

Check in occasionally. When kids do their homework all alone, their concentration can of-

ten wander. Check in once in a while and see how it's going. Ask if there are any                  

questions. Sometimes kids just need to talk about a homework problem to figure out the an-

swer. 

 

Make sure kids do their own work. They won't learn if they don't think for themselves 

and make their own mistakes. Parents can make suggestions and help with directions.  But 

it's a kid's job to do the learning. 

 

Know what's going on at school. Unfortunately, kids don't always tell parents                       

everything. Make a point of staying in touch with teachers, especially if you have a                   

question or concern. Let teachers know they can always call you if there is a problem. 

 

Set a good example. Do your kids ever see you diligently balancing your budget or reading 

a book? Kids are more likely to follow their parents' examples than their advice. 

 

Make kids proud of their effort. Getting the answers right is important, but it's only part 

of what homework is all about. Doing a thorough and neat job is important, too. Make it a 

habit to sit down and go over completed homework. Look at it together for thoroughness 

and overall quality of work. Always look for something positive. 

 

Apply school to the "real world." Talk about how what they're learning now applies out-

side the classroom, such as the importance of meeting deadlines — just like adults in the 

work world — or how the topics in history class relate to what's happening in today's news. 

 

Confused about your child’s homework?  “Stop.” Contact your child’s teacher either 

by note or phone and clarify what are the expectation of the assignment. 


